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Behold, ye faſt for Strife and Debate, 
and to ſmite with the Fiſt of 
Wickedneſs; ye ſhall not faſt as uy 
do THIS DAY, to make yore 

Voice to be heard on high. 

Wilt thou call this a Faſt, and an ac- 
ceptable Day to the Lord? IIa. 
Iviii. 4, 5. 

When ye come to appear before me, who 


hath required this at your Hand ? 
Chap. 1. 12. 
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For Diſcontinuing the 


' OBSERVATION | 


1 OF THE 


 Thirtierh of January. ; 


-£ 5 ER SINCE under the mild 
* A and peaceful Reigns of 

| .' 4 15 late and preſent Ma- 
1232 the very Names 
of 2 and Tory, ſeem 
d to be loſt among us, it 
— —. be the higheſt Prudence. 
to endeavour to aboliſh every thing that 
may revive ,our former Feuds, %. im- 
Itter 


* * 
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bitter and aggravate the Minds of Men, 
one againſt anotbe n 


Þ Or all the pernicious Methods taken, 
either by our Ken or open Enemies, to 
weaken. and divide us; ef -all-the many 
Bones of Contention that have been flung 
amongſt us, to ſet us together by the 
Ears, I know of none that have been 
better calculated for their deſtructive 
Aims, or that have prov'd more effectu- 
al to their Diabolical Deſigns, or been 
more induſtriouſſy improvid, than the 
Commemoration of our civil Broils, and 
the Death of that unhappy Prince, King 
Charles I. the Memory of which is per- 
petuated to us and our Children by the 
Obſervation of that Day whereon the 
King was executed; and being enjoin'd 


by a Law, as it has been hitherto an 
opening of our bleeding Wounds, fo by 
the Continuance thereof muſt prove, by 
a fatal Neceſſity, the Cauſe of Diſqut-: 
etude and Diviſions to our lateſt Poſte- 
rity: Now if the Celebration of this 
Faſt, has been to us, and is like to be 


to our Children a Root of Wrath and 
Bitterneſs, this would be a ſufficient 


Reaſon, tho' no other could be laid 


down, for the abrogating thereof. 
NoR 
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No can any ſuggeſt, that the re- 
pealing of that Act, which enjoins its 
Obſervation, would either be a Reflecti- 
on on the Family of the Stuarts, or 
upon the Wiſdom of the Parliament by 
whom it was enjoin'd : And I am apt 
to think, that if that Auguſt Body could 
have forefeen, what ill Uſes would 
have been made of it, or that it would 
have been the Occaſion of ſo much 
Diſtraction amongſt the People in After- 
Ages, they would never have enacted 
the Obſervation of that unhappy 
Day. Nor does it follow, as a ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence, that whatſoever is 
done by a Parliament, is therefore well 
done, for if ſo, how comes one Parlia- 
ment to act diametrically oppoſite to ano- 
ther, and reſcind thoſe Laws that have 
been enacted by their Predeceſſors? 
Humanum eft errare; and why not in 
political Bodies, as well as particular Per- 
ſons ? Beſides, Times and Circumſtances 
change, and theſe being alter'd, make a 
vaſt Alteration on Things too, ſo that 
what was of abſolute Neceſſity and ad- 
vantageous at one Time, may become 
detrimental at another. 


[3] 

I cannot believe any Man ſo void 
of Senſe as to aſſert, That the Obſer- 
vation of this Day is any ways advan- 
tageous, either to Church or State, un- 
leſs ; ſome blear-ey'd Bigots of a Party, 
who always look aſcant to the particu- 
lar Humours rather than the Intereſt of 
the whole; but if any ſuch there be, 
they would mightily oblige: the World, 
in making it appear wherein ſuch Ad- 
vantage, does conſiſt, and for ever after 
he that ſhall perform this Task, Erit 
mihi magnus Apollo. 99880 | 


Bur waving, That the Obſervation 
of this Day, never has been, nor can 
poſſibly be, any ways ſerviceable or ad- 
vantageous to this pup cg: or that 
Part of it call'd England in particular, 
the firſt Reaſon that I ſhall offer, for 
tie abrogatirig of its Obſervation is 
this, 75 


t hase | 

I. That it has been, and ſtill continues 

to be pernicious to this Kingdom, 

as it is the Occaſion of Animoſities 
and Diviſions among ft us, 


To endeavour to prove this, would 
be lighting a Candle to ſee the Sun 115 
| 118 
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his Meridian Luſtre, whether we conſi- 
der it in regard to the Innocence it has 
on Converſation, or to the Manner of 
its Obſervation. On this Day the Coals 
of Contention are blown up into a Flame, 
the bloody Flag of Defiance is hung out, 
and the bittereſt Invectives furniſh Mat- 
ter for an Hour's Diſcourſe; the Goſpel 
of Peace is turn'd into an Alarm of 
War, Bella roſtra ſonant; and thus our 
Saviour's Prophecy is fulfill'd, I came 
not to ſend Peace, but a Sword, The 
cloven Tongues of Diſſention appear 
then publickly in every fiery Zealot; 
and tho' the Tongue itſelf is but # 
ſmall Member, yet then eſpecially, ic 
boaſteth great Things, and appears to 
be an unruly Evil, full of deadly Poiſon, 
caſting forth the pernicious Arrows and 
Darts of Calumny, full of the Ruſt of 
Malice and Inveteracy; then it is that 
it truly appears to be a World of Iniqui- 
ty, to be a Fire that ſetteth on Fire the 
Courſe of Nature, whilſt itſelf is ſet 
on Fire of Hell. With what Rancour 
and Malice do their Sermons then a- 
bound ? How are inconſiſtent Things 
then jumbled together? Out of the ſame 
Mouth proceeding Bleſſing and Curſing 4 
and that Tongue which the one Mo- 
1 * ment 
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ment is employ'd in praying to God for 
Mercies, or bleſſing for thoſe beſtow'd, 
in the next, is converted to Railery and 
Curſes againſt their Fellow-Creatures; 
and Right or Wrong, no Matter for 
that, the poor Diſſenters are charg'd with, 
and anathematiz'd for the Murder of 
the King, tho' born long enough after 
the Perpetration thereof: So true is 
that of the Apoſtle, Therewith bleſs we 
God, even the Father, and therewith 
curſe we Man, who is niade after the 
Similitude of God; and certainly the In- 
ference is very rational, My Brethren, 
theſe Things ought. not ſo to be. 


ON this Day it is, that Matters are 
magnify'd beyond the real Truth, and 
every little inſignificant Domine, tho he 
{ſcarce ever read the {ſmalleſt Tract rela- 
ting to thoſe Affairs, and is in a Man- 
ner, as ignorant of them as the Timber 
into which he is mounted, will yet there, 
where he is ſure to meet with no Op- 
ponent, exert himſelf in all the Billing ſ- 
gate Rhetorick that he is Maſter of, to 
blacken the Schiſmaticks. (as he is pleas'd 
to call them) from the Church of Eng- 
land: And whatever in his narrow Judg- 
ment he imagines a Fault, ſhall be ſure 
| to 
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to be laid to their Charge. The Piors 
Martyr, and the Horrible Rebellion (as 
tis ſtil'd) muſt be expos'd to the de- 
luded Populace, thro' a Magnifying 
Glaſs, and a Multiplying one too. But 
my Intent here, is not to enquire into 
the Merits of the Cauſe, and there- 


fore I ſhall forbear enlarging on that 
Point. 


HENCE the Auditory return home 
full of that Malice and Rage, which they 
have imbib'd from the Pulpit, and with 
as much Judgment as the Dogmatical Par- 
{on, their Inſtitutor, fall foul on their 
Neighbours, diſſenting from the Church 
of England; and yet it is eaſy to be ob- 
ſerv'd, that theſe Lay-Zealots, if enquir'd 
into, can give as little Reaſon for their 
own Conformity, as they can for the 
others diſſenting, But the Parſon has 
told them, That they are rebellious 
Schiſmaticks, and the Spawn of 41; that 
they are of Antimonarchical Principles, 
republican, Kinpkilling Hereticks, whoſe 
Nagitious Predeceſſors murder'd the moſt 
glorious Martyr on this Day, who laid 
down his Life in Imitation of his bleſſed 
Saviour in the Defence of the Church, 
and that the Church is eftabliſh'd by Lam; 

B 2 and 
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and that's enough 1 nay, ſo ignorant are 
they of the State of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion abroad in the World, and our own 
Conſtitution at home, that they look on 
all the reform'd Churches in Scotland, 
and foreign Parts, to be Schiſmaticks for 
diſfering from the Church of England, 
as tho' ſhe had a Right to univerſal 
Headthip, and all other Nations and 
Churches were to ſubmit to the Judg- 
ment and Authority thereof: And all 
this becauſe the Parſon tells them from 
the Pulpit, as well as the A&# of Unifor- 
mity enacted in the Reign of Edward VI, 
that the Church is truly Apoſtolical in 
reſpect of Goverament and Ceremonies, 
as well as Doctrine: Yet could I never 
meet with any Perſon amongſt the great- 
eſt Sticklers for Prelacy, that could 
prove one Dioceſan Biſhop for ſome Cen- 
turics after the Apoſtles Days: Nor can 
I, after ſtricteſt Enquiry, meet with the 
Jeaſt Notice of the Veſtments, or any 
Scraps of the Liturgy, that were us'd 
by them or the primitive Chriſtians for 
many Ages after the firſt Plantation of 
Chriſtianity, And tho? the hotteſt Ce- 
remony- Monger that ever yet appear'd 
on the Þrizifh Iile, durſt never affirm, 
that thoſe Things are of Divine Inſtity- 
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tion, yet our High- flyers are reſolv'd, 
aliquo Modo, to maintain theſe Tradi- 


tions of the Fat hers, not out of any Re- 


ſpect or Eſteem they have either for the 


one or the other, but as 7udas follow'd 
Chriſt for the Bag, and would with him 
give their Maſter the Bag too, for bet- 
ter Profit; yet they are more violent for 
theſe Circumſtantials than for the EC 
ſentials of Religion; that ſo they may 
engroſs to themſelves that Power and 
Riches which they want Merit to de- 
ſerve. And therefore on this their prin- 
cipal Market-Day, they beſtir them- 
ſelves to the utmoſt, to blacken all but 
their own Party, with thoſe Names of 
Antimonarchical and republican Schiſ- 
maticks, to the enraging and dividing of 
the People, who being apt Scholars, and 
ready to improve in the worſt Leſſons, 
are thus ſet on Fire, raging at and re- 
viling one another, with all the Names 
of Odium and Diſtinction they can in- 


vent; ſo that Brotherly Love, which 


by the Apoſtolical Injunction ſhould con- 
tinue, is quite diſcarded, and Hatred, Ma- 
lice, Evil-ſpeaking and Reviling, Wrath 
and Backbiting are only to be found a- 
mongſt us, forgetting that good Premo- 
nition, which carries as well as the 

Stamp 
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Stamp of Divine Authority, its Proof 


in the very Front, That if we bite and 
devour one another, we ſhall be devour- 
ed one of another, Nor can I fee any 
Way, whereby this Flame can be ex- 
tinguiſh'd, but by the Interpoſition of 
Publick Authority, and the Removal 
of this Occaſion of Scandal out of 
the Way. 


As it was far from my Intent, ſo I 
Hope no ſober, judicious or unprejudiced 
Perſon will believe, that by what I have 
faid, my Deſign was any Ways to caſt 
Dirt on the Church of England; for I 
ſolemnly declare, my Aim, herein, was 
only to expoſe the pernicious Practice of 


a Set of Men, who if they are a Part, 


are but a rotten Part thereof, and Diſ- 
turbers of the Church, as well as of the 
State, who are either ignorant of, or 
averſe to the great Duty of Chriſtian 
Charity, which obliges them to follow 
Peace with all Men; nor are they more 
loyal (notwithſtanding their ſpecious 
Pretences and loud Clamours) to their 
King, 'or obedient to the Laws of 
God, or charitable to their Neighbours, 
And this leads me to another Argument, 
. 


II. That 


15 J 


Il. That the Law which enjoins the 
Obſervation of this Day, is incon- 
ſiſtent with, and directly repug- 
nant to the Adt of Oblivion. 


_ IF the keeping of a Day of Humilia- 
tion annually, for the putting the King 
to Death, and that for ever, and if pre- 
{cribing Forms of Prayer, with Leſſons 
for that Day, be not the. moſt proper 
Method to perpetuate the Remembrance 
thereof, I can't conceive what is: If the 
proclaiming of a Faſt, and calling a ſo- 
lemn Aſſembly, by a Law; the bowing 
down of our Heads like a Bulruſb, and 
confeſſing of Guilt, be a Way to delere 
the Memory of the Action, then will I 
readily confeſs, that Contradictions may 
be reconcil'd, and Antipathics united in 
the ſtricteſt Amity, 


IF an Act of Oblivion comprehends 
no more than barely a Pardon of fore- 
going Offences, or if it does not include 
an altum ſilentium of whatſoever has been 
before tranſacted, I muſt conclude. my- 
ſelf wholly in the dark as to the Mean- 
ing thereof, and will never for the fu- 
ture believe that Words ſignificant, or 

can 


— - — — —— — — 
5 * by Pu . 


[14] 


Stamp of Divine Authority, its Proof 


in the very Front, That if we bite and 
devour one another, we ſhall be devour- 
ed one of another. Nor can I ſee any 
Way, whereby this Flame can be ex- 
tinguiſh'd, but by the Interpoſition of 
Publick Authority, and the Removal 
of this Occaſion of Scandal out of 
the Way. 


As it was far from my Intent, fo I 
Hope no ſober, judicious or unprejudiced 
Perſon will believe, that by what I have 
ſaid, my Deſign was any Ways to caſt 
Dirt on the Church of England; for I 
ſolemnly declare, my Aim, herein, was 
only to expoſe the pernicious Practice of 


a Set of Men, who if they are a Part, 


are but a rotten Part thereof, and Diſ- 
turbers of the Church, as well as of the 
State, who are either ignorant of, or 
averſe to.the great Duty of Chriſtian 
Charity, which obliges them to follow 
Peace with all Men; nor are they more 
loyal (notwithſtanding their ſpecious 
Pretences and loud Clamours) to their 
King, 'or obedient to the Laws of 
God, or charitable to their Neighbours, 
And this leads me to another Argument, 
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II. That the Law which enjoins the 
Obſervation of this Day, is incon- 
ſiſtent with, and airettly repug- 
nant to the Act of Oblivion. 


Ix the keeping of a Day of Humilia- 
tion annually, for the putting the King 
to Death, and that for ever, and if pre- 
ſcribing Forms of Prayer, with Leſſons 
for that Day, be not the moſt proper 
Method to perpetuate the Remembrance 

thereof, I can't conceive what is: If the 
proclaiming of a Faſt, and calling a ſo- 
lemn Aſſembly, by a Law; the bowing 
down of our Heads like a Bulruſh, and 


confeſſing of Guilt, be a Way to delere 


the Memory of the Action, then will I 
readily confeſs, that Contradictions may 
be reconcil'd, and Antipathics united in 
the ſtricteſt Amity, 


IF an Act of Oblivion comprehends 
no more than barely a Pardon of fore- 
going Offences, or if it does not include 
an altum ſilent ium of whatſoever has been 
before tranſacted, I muſt conclude. my- 
ſelf wholly in the dark as to the Mean- 
ing thereof, and will never for the fu- 
ture believe that Words ſignificant, or 

can 
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can comprehend our Meaning, and con- 
vey it to another. If theſe two are not 
a flat Contradiction to each other, to 
Remember and yet Forget, and to com- 
mon Senſe too, the World muſt be in- 
finitely obliged to thoſe, who can diſ- 
cover what is. A Thing ſo ſelf evi- 
dent can admit of no Diſpute, and twould 
confeſs a Weakneſs to attempt it. Were 
it not for the reviving the Memory of 
Things on this Day, to which the Clergy 
are obliged, not only in the Prayers pre- 
fcrib'd for the Service of the Day, but in 
theirSermons alſo, and Diſcou ef for that 
Solemnity, the greateſt Part of the Po- 
pulace, whoſe | Mouths are ſhut by the 
Act of Oblivion, tho in vain, whilſt the 
Prieſt's is open, wou'd by this Time, 
after ſo many Years, have been in a great 
Meaſure, if not altogether as ignorant, 
that any ſuch Thing had been tranſacted 
on the Stage of England, as they are 
of the Act of Oblivion. It is rational, 
that the Laity ſhall be puniſhable for re- 
flecting on, or upbraiding each other for, 
or with the Tranſactions of thoſe Times? 
Shall they be oblig'd to a perpetual St- 
lence, in Order to an eternal Oblivion, 
and yet at the ſame Time their Memo- 
ries refreſſi d by an Anniverſary Faft, ey 
[15-3 tne 
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the Clergy forc'd to entertain their Au- 
dience with Diſcourſes upon theſe 
Things? Let every rational Man judge, 
if this 1s not as diametrically Oppoſite as 
Light and Darkneſs, as Good and Evil, 
as Life and Death; or if this be not 
building up with one Hand, and pulling 
down with the other, an uniting and 
a dividing of the ur Does not 
the very Obſervation of the Day, re- 
vive the Cauſe, and put the Ignorant 
naturally upon an Enquiry thereinto ? 
Or what'is the 'Tendency of a Comme- 
moration, but the giving the Lie to an 
Oblivion? And it has been found all 
along, by woful Experience, that upon 
Enquiry, thoſe who have known any 


Thing, tho? very imperfe&, have been 


ready to inform the reſt, and that with 
as much Heat and Railery as they re- 
ceive it from the Clergy, who believing 
it to be the readieſt Way to Prefer- 
ment, and to pleaſe the Court, whilſt 
the Family of the Stuart was on 
the Throne, never 'faiPd to thunder 
out from the Pulpit, their Sermons ſtuft 
with ſuch Expreſſions, as ma 1 
modeſt Ears to tingle. And this ſha 
ſerve for another Reaſon tor the aboliſh» 
ing this Faft, vis. e 
. III. That 


18 J 
III. That the Celebration of this Day 


is the Occaſion of many indecent, 


unchriſtian, and blaſphemous Ex- 
preſſions . 


How often may we hear, or rather 
what elſe do we hear on this Day, but 
the moſt bitter Invectives and virulent 
Reflection s? Can ſuch Language be de- 
ſcent in the Pulpit, or is it ſuitable to 
the Goſpel of Peace? We have already 
inſtanc'd in a former Head of what 
Stuff. theſe Diſcourſes are uſually com- 
pos'd ; and can theſe Services be accapt- 
able to God, or inſtructive to the Peo- 
ple, in that Duty which they owe thg 
ſupreme Majeſty of Heaven? Or can it 
promote their ſpiritual Weal and eternal 
1 But as if theſe wild Ex- 
curſions were too few, or ſhort of the 
intended Aim, ſome have not ſcrupled 
to equalize the Murder of that unhappy 
Prince, with that of our Saviour by the 
Jews; aſſerting the Guilt of one to be lit- 
tle, if any way ſhort of the other, and that 
no Sin ſince the Creation is of ſo black a 
Dye: Be aſtoniſh'd, O ye Heavens ar 
this, and be ye horribly afraid; hall 
a mortal and ſinful Man, or any Trung 
IE that 
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that he can do, be brought in Compe- 
tition or Compariſon with his Maker? 
"Tis amazing how Men, endow'd with 
Reaſon, eſpecially thoſe of the black 
Robe, who are Teachers of others, ſhould 
be either ſo audacious or ignorant, as 
to vent ſuch blaſphemous Expreſſions; 
or that divine Juſtice does not ſeize the 
Wretches, whilſt the Words are in their 
very Mouths, and make them ſtanding 
Monuments of his eternal Wrath and 
Vengeance. Bur becauſe Sentence a- 
j gainſt an Evil Doer is not executed 
ſpeedily, therefore the Hearts of theſe 
Men are fully ſet in them to do Wick- 
edneſs, forgetting that the Long-ſuf- 
fering and Patience of God ſhould lead 
them to Repentance. But leaving theſe 
| bold and impious, theſe flagrant and 
[ blaſpheming Wretches to Divine Juſtice, 
whoſe Hands will be found at laſt of 
| Iron, tho” at preſent his Feet are Lead; 
I 1 proceed to another Reaſon, which 
Is this: | 
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1 IV. That the King's Death is (on 
j that Day eſpecially ) unjuſtly charg- 
ed upon the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
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HERE I find my ſelf immediately 
ſtopp'd in the very Threſhold, with this 
Interrogation, Quor ſiem hoc? How comes 
this to be an Argument for the Abroga- 
ting the Obſervation of the zoth of 
Zanuary : Whilſt another more blunt- 
ly pe in with a Challenge; Durſt 


you 4 ny, that the Presbyterians cut 


off the King's Head? To both theſe in 
a tew Words: 


To the firſt of theſe I anſwer, That 
ſuch a Charge thus aggravated, and yet 
entirely falſe, thrown upon ſo conſider- 
able a Part of the Nation, continued 
down to Poſterity from Generation to 
Generation, whereby the Breaches, that 
are too wide already, are made. much 
wider, the Means of reconciling the 
contending Parties rendered more diffi- 


cult, and all Hopes of effecting it taken 


away, and the Obſer vation of this Day 
being made a Pretext for continuing this 
falſe Imputation; upon the whole, I 
lay it down as an undeniable Truth, 
That it is the Cauſe of publick Scandal 


and Offence, whereby a Third Part of 


the Kingdom at leaſt, excluſive of Scot- 
land, in Number, Trade and Riches, are 
| | 8 rendred 


5 

1 

5 
4 
Þ | 

7 
% 

* 

[1 


. 

* 

| 

4 

= 

4 3 
[=] 

q 
* 

x 


J 21 ] 
rendered odious to, and diſguſted by the 


Government, 


AND thus I think it very plainly 
appears to be a Reaſon for the Abro- 
gating that Day, eſpecially if we prove 
it falſe, as I {hall endeavour to do in 
Anſwer, to my ſecond Antagoniſt, who 
confronts me with this Query, Will 


you deny that the Presbyterians cur 


off the King's Head ? I anſwer, 
Yes, I do deny it ; and though ac- 
cording to School-Rulcs, no Man is ob- 
lig'd to prove a Negative, for afſeren- 
ti incumbit Probatio; yet for once 1 
will try what I can do, and at the 


ſame time challenge him to make good 


the Affirmative. 


To procecd then, allowing ſome or 
thoſe Perſons, who had an Hand in the 
King's Death, were Diſſenters, which is 
more than any Man as yet ever made ap- 
pear, yet the Act of a few Men of a Per- 
ſuaſion cannot be charged upon the whole, 
unleſs a Commiſſion could have been 
prov'd from them for ſuch Proceedings, 
or at leaſt a probatum after it was acted; 
and to aſſert either of theſe is altogether 
ridiculous. | believe that Party would 


be 


224 


| 
1 | 1 
4 be ready to fly in any Man's Face, that | 
4 thould lay the horrid A/af/ination-Flot j 
1 contriv'd in the Reign of our late Glo- 
+ rious Deliverer King IV IL LIAM, of im- 
þ mortal Memory, upon the Church of En- 
i gland; and the whole Body of that Com- 


munity would have juſt Reaſon to reſent 
it; nay, was it only thrown in the Diſh 
| ot the whole High- Church Party, though 
| this would be no more than breaking to 
id them their own Bread, they would ne- | 
ver brook it; and yet that Fact wanted F 
Nothing but Succeſs to have made it Ca- 
nonical Jure Divino, amongſt the whole 
Clan; and I dare affirm that Action, fo 
| mean and villainous as it was, to ſurprize 
a Man by Ambuſcade, and at unawares 
| whom they dare not look in the Face, 4 
l when provided to receive them 1n the | 
Field, ſo baſe, that the greateſt Coward 
| would be aſhamed to own it, yet this 
Action, I ſay, was better and more uni- 
verſally approv'd off by them, as ap- 
pears by their After-Actions and Toaſts, 
and particularly a Health to Sorrel, 
which none of the High Faction ever 
refus'd, and was a fort of ſtanding Teſt 
amongſt them, more than ever the o— 
ther was approv'd off by the Body of 
the Dillznters, om 
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WHE N the Parliament that put the 
King to Death, was firſt convey'd, there 
was not to be found amongſt the whole 
Houſe of Commons, ſo many Diſſenters, 
as amounted to the fourth Part of the 
Number of the King's Judges, who were 
for the moſt Part, if not choſen out of 
the Members of the Houſe; and this 
brings me to another Reaſou for the 
Abrograting this Day; vis. 


V. That the putting the King 
to Death was neither a Natio- 
nal, nor Parliamentary Act. 


Tuts I think will be leſs difficult than 
the former to make out: And I ſhall on- 
ly offer this to prove it not a National 
Ae: That more Perſons appear'd on 
the King's Part in Arms, than on the 
Parliament's. Tis certain, that the 
King's Forces were more numerous for 
a long Time, and the War was carry'd 
on, tho' with various Succeſs, yet with 
abundance of Vigour on both Sides, 
for ſeveral, Years ; and after the King's 
Affairs declin'd, the Reaſons of which, 
to human View, ſeems to have been 
Remillneſs in Diſcipline and Want of 
Pay, many bold and vigorous Attempts. 

were 
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were made to retrieve them, tho' fruitleſs- 
and unſucceſsful: All which put together 
is as good as a Thouſand Witneſſes, that 
theNation did not concur therein, no nor 
all thoſe that ſerv'd under the Parlia- 


ment againſt the King: Witneſs the 


Lord Thomas Fairfax, who perceiving 
the Drift of the 7un&o, who were both 
Senators and Soldiers, and finding that 
his Authority over them, as General, 
was dwindled into an empty Title and 
Complement, under the Colour of which 
they intended to compaſs their Deſigns, 
reſign'd his Commiſſion and withdrew : 
Nay, ſo far was it from being a National 
Act, that but a few, very few of the 
Commons themſelves did agree thereto, 
and therefore as it was not a National, 
ſo neither was it a Parliamentary Act. 
To have made it an Act of the Parlia- 
ment, *twas abſolutely neceſſary and in- 
ſeparable from the Nature of the Thing, 
that both Houſes ſhould have concurr'd 
thereto; but before this, the Honſe of 
Lords was voted uſeleſs, and thereby 
one Part being deſtroy'd, the other 
ceas d to be a Parliament: And as the 
Honourable Houſe of Lords was laid 
aſide, ſo the Houſe of Commons had in 
2 great meaſure ſhar'd the ſame For- 

tunes; 


* A a 5 
: 1 e 


4 
* 
2 2 
* "=p 
» 4 
* 
2 
5 
k 
7 
# 
1 


[ 25 ] 
tunes; for that Honourable Houſe ha- 
ving been reform'd, as they were pleas'd 
to call it, was reduc'd in Number as 
well as Quality, far below the Dignity 
of that Auguſt Body; and therefore 
could not be calld ſo much as an 
Houſe of Commons much lets a Parlia- 
ment; but were in Reality a undo, 
who aſſum'd to themſelves a Power and 
Authority they had no Right to, which 
was maintain'd by ſome eminent and po- 
pular Commanders of the Army, till 
the Juncto had ſerv'd their Turn; and 
having for ſome Time been over-aw'd by 
them, they were at laſt ſent packing 
with as much Contempt and Indignity 
as poſſibly could be thrown upon them, 
not by any Appearance of Legal Pro- 
cedure, but open Violence: Thus have 
I given a ſuccinct Account of theſe 
Things, ſo far as they relate to this 
Head; but ſuch Perſons as deſire to be 
better ſatisfied in theſe Points, may be 
fully inform'd in ſeveral Books publiſh'd 
on thoſe Tranſactions, but eſpecially in 
my Lord Clarendon's Writings ; who 
is ſo far from Suſpicion of being a Party- 
Author for the Parliament, that 'tis no- 
rious to all the World, how ſtenuouſly 


he eſpous'd the King's Intereſt, ventur'd 
D hoth 
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both his Life and Fortunes in his Ser- 
vice. 


Now the keeping a Day of Humi- 
lation on this Account, is nothing 
better than transferring the Guilt, and 
conſequently the Odium thereof, from 
a few Perſons to the Publick, which, if 
unfair and detrimental towards ſmaller 
Communities, can never be advantageous 
to a Nation. Had it been an Act of the 
Parliament, or but of the Houſe of 
Commons, it might have been ſaid with 
ſome Colour of Reaſon to be National, 
and then a National Humilitation might 
have been plauſible, but how odd a 
Story is it, to ſee a Congregation in the 
e RG of the Heart-ſearching God, 
with a down-right Lie in their Mouths, 
confeſſing their Guilt, and the Guilt of 
their Fathers, tho* their Fathers had 
neither Heart nor Hand in it: And 
they themſelves were either not born, 
nor begotten, or at leaſt were not at 
Years of Diſcretion, or had Ability to 
have any Thing to do therein : And this 


again opens the Door to another Reaſon, 


S. 


VI. That 
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VI. That, that Generation is quite 
worn out, in whoſe Days the King 
was put to Death; and the Sons of 
many 7 thoſe Perſons, who were 
engag'd againſt the King in the 
Service of the Parliament, are of 


quite different Sentiments from their 
Fathers, 


IT would be needleſs to prove a Thing 
ſo ſelf-evident, it being above Four- 


Acore Years ſince the King ſuffer'd Death, 


and to perpetuate it from Generation to 
Generation is but rubbiug off an old 
Score, to no Purpoſe, or elſe to à very 


bad one, namely to divide the Com- 


monalty. *Tis true, Fathers beget Chil- 
dren in their own Likeneſs, but they 
beget not Souls, much leſs Opinions. 
And as the Children, that have been 
born ſince thoſe unhappy Broils, could 
not inform or influence their Fathers, 
who had an Hand in thoſe Tranſactions, 
ſo neither is it a neceſſary Conſequence, 


becauſe the Fathers were in that Intereſt. 


that their Sons approve their Doings, 
nothing being more common than for 
ſome of the beſt of Men to have ſuch 
Children, as are ſufficient Cauſe of 


D 2 Grice! 
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Grief and Diſcredit to their Parents, 


and ſo vice verſa. But before | leave 


this Head, I cannot but take Notice, 
that as an Obligation to own Guilt is 
very ungrateful to theGuilty themſelves, 
ſo it muſt needs grate hard upon the 
Mi nds of generous Perſons, to be either 
twitted with, or forc'd to confeis the 
Miſcarriages of their Progenitors. And 
as it bears hard upon the Childrens 
Spirits, ſo to invoke God's Merc 
to avert his Judgments from the Chil. 
dren for the Sins of the Fathers, re- 
fleas upon the Veracity of God; who 
reaſoning with the Iſraelites by the 
Prophet, for uſing that Proverb, The 
Fathers have eaten ſower Grapes, and 
the Childrens Teeth are ſet on Edge; 
whereby they intimated, that God was 
unjuſt in his Dealings, and they were 
puniſh'd for their Fathers Sins ; He thus 
expoſtulates with them, What mean ye, 
that you uſe this Proverb ? And then 
ſubjoins with an Oath, As I live, ſaith 
the Lord, you ſhall no more uſe this 
Proverb; the Son ſhall not bear the Ini- 
quity of the Father, nor ſhall the Fat her 
bear the Iniquity of the Son, but . the 


Soul that fins ſhall dis. Upon which I 


conclude, that this Practice and Injuncti- 
on 
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on lays an heavier Yoke, than God 
hath laid, upon the Neck of Poſterity. 
But I paſs on to the next Reaſon for 
the abrogating this Day, which 1s 


uſher'd in by and not unlike the for- 
mer, VS, 


VII. That not only that Genera- 
tion is gone off the Stage, but the 
Family of' the Stuarts is entirely 
extinct. 


WHILST that Family was upon the 
Throne, Complaſiance to a Sovereign 


mizht indulge, tho' not warrant a Prac- 


tice of this Nature, but being now ex- 


' tin, and that in a common Way of 


Providence, I fee not the leiſt Shadow 
of Reaſon for the future Celebration of 


it. To whit Purpoſe ſhould the Me- 


mory of ſo ungrateful a Tragedy be 
tranimitted down to Poſterity, when the 
principal Actors ſuffer'd rhe utmoſt Pun- 
ithments that could be inflicted on them, 
ind that Family who ſuffer'd thoſe Ca- 
lamities, is now no more. Are we willing 
then at laſt to have our bleeding Wounds 
cloſed? Are we willing to have our 
Animoſities remov'd? Are we willing 
to hive our Rents and Diviſions made 

up: 
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up? Then let us unanimouſly hy aſide 
all Bitterneſs and Wrath, all Envy and 
Malice, and fincerely ſet our ſelves to 
promote Unity and Concord : And this 
can be effeted by no better Way, or 
more agreeable Means, than the remove- 
ing this Occaſion of Scandal out of the 
Way. I deny not, but this may diſ- 
oblige a few, and yet but an. in con- 
ſiderable Number of Men amongſt us: 
A Party as contemptible upon more 
Accounts than one, as well as they are 
fmali; a Party that have been as mil- 
chievous in their Aims and Intentions, 
as they have been traiterous and unſuc- 
ceſsful. But, not to launch out further 
upon ſo ungrateful a Subject, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to another Reafon, vis, 


VIII. The Merits of the Cauſe, if 


enquir'd into, will not bear it. 


HERE it is preſently objected, Was 
not the King inhumanly murder'd 2 Did 
he not die a Martyr for the Church of 
England, and 1s not this ſufficient Cauſe 
for celebrating a Faſt, and obſerving 
this Day as holy ? | 


To 


L 31 ] 

To this Queſtion I anſwer, I allow 
the King was baſely murder'd; but 
Murder does not make a Martyr; for if 
ſo, I fear the Hiſtory of the Britiſh 
Kings, whether Engliſh or Scottiſh, muſt 
change its Title, and run thus; The 
Martyrology of the Kings of England 
and Scotland; for our Catalogue of 
Kings, at this Rate, would be little ſhort 
of a Catalogue of Martyrs the moſt of 
them deſcending to their Graves, by 
violent and untimely Ends: Nay, at this 
Rate of reckoning, few Kings, even a- 
mongſt the Pagans could have miſs'd of 
this honourable Character, and the worſt 
of Men, tho' they had liv'd like Devils 
all their Days, if they make their Exit 
at this Door, might claim the Privilege 
and the Profit too; for Heaven is the 
Entail of Martyrdom, and would in a 
ſhort Time be peopled with the Scum 
of Hell. We need not go far back for 
Examples of Princes who have left the 
World by a violent Death, or been ſuſ- 
pected ſo to do, but confine ourſelves to 
the Family of the Stuarts, and that 
whilſt on the Engliſh Throne. To be- 
gin therefore with King James I, He 
was not only ſuſpected by the Populace, 
but even by the Parliament to have been 

polſon'd 
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poiſon'd by a Powder, and the blick 
Plaiſter, that were adminiſtered to him 
by the Duke of Buckingham : His eldeſt 
Son Prince Henry was poiſon'd paſt all 
Doubt, as appears by the Judgment of 
the Surgeons who diſſected him: And 
as his Second Son, King Charles I. dy'd 
by the Ax, ſo his Grandſon King Charles 
II. was ſuſpected to have his Diſmiſſion 
by Poiſon ; infomuch, that when he lay 
upon his Death-Bed, a great Lord who 
came out of the King's Chamber, being 
ask'd how his Majeſty did? reply'd, They 
had oil'd and greas'd his Boots, and fit- 
ted him for his Journey; reflecting not 
only on their having thruſt the conle- 
crated Hoſt down his Throat, but inti- 
mating the Occaſion of his Death too. 
Nor could his Brother, commonly call'd 
the Good Duke of Gloceſter, eſcape the 
fame Fate. | 


THAT Kings and Great Men have 
for Ages long ſince paſt, ended their 
Lives by violent Deaths 1s apparent 
from Hiſtory, and that of Juvenal is as 
plain to the Purpoſe, as Words can 


make it, 


Ad 


331 


4d generum Cereris f ne cede 6 vulnors | 


pauci 
Deſcendont Reges & / cca monte Ty- 


ranni. 
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8⁰ that tis i not t the Death, but 
the Cauſe makes a Martyr, The Word 
in the Original Signification implies. no 
more than a Witneſs, but by. common 
Uſe and Acceptation is confin'd to that 
narrow Compaſs, to denote a 6; ee 
who bearing his Teſtimony to the Trut 
of the Goſpel ſeals it with his Bioed: 
Nor is it, at this Day, ever taken in a 
larger Senſe, This Name therefore is 
not in the leaſt applicable to King 
Charles's Caſe, againſt whom, not one 
Article, referring to Religion, was ob- 
jected, but Matters purely relating to 
the State, For tho“ he might, in com- 
mon Diſcourſe, at that Day, be reflect- 
ed on as being Popiſoly affected, by his 
] Enemies, or at leaſt as a Favourer of 
5 Papiſts, yet this was never ob jected a- 
g galnlt hün ; in his publick Charge, but 
F only Matters of State, viz. his extend- 
{Ing his 1 and oppreſſing the 
People = Loans, Privy Seals, ou 
1 ON Corn Coe Star- 
Chamber 


a Diſc 
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reſcribere longum ꝝſt. And tho“ I had 
Fre, yet ſhould * like the Office 
of raking. in the Aſhes of the Dead, 
eſpecially Princes, on purpoſe to ex- 
poſe their Faults, which I wiſh hear- 
tily might rather ſink ihto eternal O- 
blivion, together with. the Memory and 
Obſertation of this Day, that ſo! it 
might no more adminiſter Ground of 
Diſputes amougſtt us. And I could 
wish, with all my Soul, that that un- 
happy! Prince had not ſo far followed 
the ah vice of the - hair-brain'd High» 
Church! Party of thoſe Times, who 
neither: xtparding the King's, or the 
People's: Intereſt, engag d him in thoft 
pernicicug tand illegal Practices 3 or that 
after he had beef! involved and imangted 
by them the had had ſo much Mercy 
and. Compaſſion for himfelf and People, 
as to: have deliver'd:: over to ꝓublick 
Juſtice tlioſe tratierous Counſel lors; who 
had put him upon theſe Practices, fo 
perniciqus and detrimental to the Pub- 


lick, and ſo ruinbus to himſdlf. But 


J thay ald no more, being unwilling 
to lauiſch out farther into ſo ungtrateful 


gurſe. Now from-what hat been 
Aaid, I think tis manifeſt that fte Was 


3 2 no 
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no Martyr, neither for Jeſus Chriſt, nor 


* for the Church of England, tho a 
artyr for the Church of England is 
a new Species, of which I never met 


yet with any Mention in Scripture, nor 


in Hiſtory. But ſuppoſe he was à Mar- 
tyr, if every Martyr of Rank that has 


ſuffer'd in England, was to mark our 


Calender with a red Letter, and furniſh 


our Church with a Faſt, we ſhould be 


obliged to keep a perpetual Lent: from 
the Firſt of January to the Laſt of De- 
cember incluſive. By this ſmall Sketch 


tis too viſible there were Faults on both 


Sides, and all. true Lovers of their 


Country cannot but wiſh that the Re- 
-membrance of them, eſpecially by this 
Faſt, was entirely taken away, But if 
ſo be it muſt be continued, it cannot 


but be highly convenient, that the pre- 


ſent Prayers for that Day were caſhier'd, 


and others more ſuitable for thofe who 
had neither Heart nor Hand in that Af- 


fair, were appointed in their ſtead; that 


ſo the People might not LIE unto Gd, 
nor revile one another, to the no {mail 
Prejudice. of his preſent Majeſty's In- 
tereſt, by dividing the People into Fac- 
tion, which brings me to the last 

E 2 Reatyn 


| 
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q Reaſon I ſhall offer, for the Abrogating 
9 this Day, vis. 


— 
Rib... + NS oO LI we, es, Rd - : 


1 IX. That hereby the Intereſt of 
f his Majeſty is wonderfully weaken- 
ed and impair'd: 


N o Man's Memory can . be fo ſhort, 


4 or his Converſation ſo little, but that he 
li may know and remember, how high 
4 the Tory Party carried themſelves in a 


late Reign, caſting the greateſt Odium 

and Contempt upon the preceeding Mi- 

niſtry, ſo that it was ſcarce fate to men- | 

tion them with any Mark of Honour or { 

Eſteem: And ſince his late Majeſty's | 

happy Acceſſion, that thoſe worthy Pa- 

triots were reſtored to the publick Ma- 

nagement, the Murmurings and Reflec- 

tions of theſe Sons of Diſſention have 

been as plentiful, Theſe are the Men, 

who endeavour to divide the People a- 

mongſt themſelves, and from his Ma- 

jeſty, and this Day is their principal 4 

Marker, wherein the Prieſts of that Fac- 

tious Herd, call'd High-Church, do fo | 

wt much diſturb the publick Peace and | 

fl Tranquility ; the Compoſition of whoſe 4 

4 Sermons on this Day, is the Language | 

of Hell, huddled up together in the q 
greateſt 
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greateſt Confuſion, as void of Coherence 


as Charity or Chriſtianity, and the In- 


tent of them to break their Neighbours 


into Parties, and ſet them together by 


the Ears; and whether this be not a 
weakening of his Majeſty's Intereſt by 
thus alienating the People one from ano- 
ther, is too evident to need any Proof, 
it being the natural Tendency thereof: 
And as 'tis a weak'ning of his Majeſty's 
Power, ſo is it a leſſening of the pub- 
lick Credit. I ſhall go no further back 
than the laſt four Years of the late 
Queen's Reign: When this High-Church 
Party got the Aſcendent, by whiſpering 
into her Royal Ears, that the Low- 


Church Party, as they call'd them in 


Ridicule, were endeavouring to ſubvert 
her Majeity's Hereditary Title, that ſo 
being ſettled only on. the Foot of the 
Revolution, ſhe might be made the 
Creator of the People, and then they 
might ſerve her at their Pleaſure, as they 
did her Royal Grandfather, if ſhe an- 
ſwer'd not their Ends; and as this was 


infinuated into her Majeſty, ſo 'twas 


thunder'd from the Pulpit; and in com- 


mon Converſation it was the main To— 


pick, on which the whole Tenour of 
their Diſcourſes ran: Nothing was then 


to 


to be heard but 41, horrible Murder, 


flagrant and diabolical Rebellion, Schiſ- 
matical, Republican, Antimonarchical, 


and ſuch like Stuff, whereby People 
were kindled into Rage and Inveteracy 
one againſt another? And pray what 
was the Effect of all this? Publick 
Stocks ſunk at a prodigious Rate; Trade 
dwindled and declined for a while, and 


then gave up the Ghoſt : And to ſo poor 
an Ebb was National Credit come, that 
Parliamentary Security could not induce 
People to truſt their Money in the Go- 
vernment's Hands; and I believe few 


will offer to deny this, when *tis plain, 


the laſt publick Fund did not fill, not- 


withſtanding all Endeavours that could 
be uſed, till after his Majeſty's Happy 
Acceſſion to the Throne. 


AND here! ſhall take my Leave of 


the Reader, and ſubmit the foregoing 


Arguments to his ſerious Examination ; 
and laying afide all Partiality, let every 
rational Man conſider, how far the A- 


brogating this Day may be a Furrher- 


ance of 2 Peace and Concord a- 
mongſt the People, and a Means of 
ſupporting and ſtrength'ning his Ma- 
jeſty's Throne, by uniting the Hearts 90 
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all his Subjects in Love towards each o- 
ther, and in Loyalty and Affection to- 
wards his Perſon and Government; that 
hereby his Majeſty's Reign may become 
the more beneficial to theſe Kingdoms, 
and eaſy and glorious to himſelf, and the 
Crown deſcend with Safety, notwith- 
ſtanding the reſtleſs Endeavours or Ma- 
chiavelian Contrivances of his Enemies, 
his lateſt Poſterity. 
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